Supporting Future Educators

November 2017

NfL is proud to collaborate with several local businesses and organizations in
our community. An additional point of pride for us is our collaboration with
California State University Channel Islands and their School of Education. Each
semester we place student teachers and observation students in our
classrooms to support their early education studies. This experience enhances
our program by blending new research and trends with current child
development practices. Our teachers put their mentorship skills to work in their
collaboration with the college students. This partnership builds to offer unique
small group learning opportunities for children.

Our NfL preschool students

enjoy fresh faces in the classroom and also the challenge of new perspective
and activities. CVUSD NfL is proud to support CSUCI students and the future

CV NfL
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educators of our community!

Stefanie Lawson
Assistant Director, Early Education

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.conejovalleynfl.org

CV NfL Locations

Preparing over 200 early learners and 100+
PACT families for elementary school success!
NfL @ City Center

110 South Conejo School Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
(805) 496-9035
(805) 494-8100
(805) 557-1280 Fax
Lic# 566212890- Infant
Lic# 566212889- Preschool
A PACT classroom location
(Parent And Child Together)

NfL @ EARTHS Magnet

A State Preschool Program
2626 Michael Drive, Room K3
Newbury Park, CA 91320
(805) 498-8391
Lic# 566210649

NfL @ University
Early Childhood Center

A First 5 Preschool Program
2801 Atlas Avenue
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
(805) 241-4871
(805) 241-5410
License Exempt
A PACT classroom location
(Parent And Child Together)

NfL @ Park Oaks

(Bridges Charter School)
A State Preschool Program
1335 Calle Bouganvilla
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
(805) 241-1776
Lic# 566210644

The newsletter of the CVUSD Neighborhood for Learning

Important Dates

Dear NfL Families,
This is one of my most favorite times of the year! Our teachers and students
have settled into the daily routines of the classroom and are now busy with
school work. One of our goals as a program this year is to focus on science
instruction. Young children are naturally curious about the world around
them, so this a wonderful opportunity for teachers to help them investigate
and explore their environment. Teachers can also guide children in making
predictions and observations about what is happening around them.
Science gives children the opportunity to practice using their critical thinking
skills. In addition, science can be integrated with other areas of the
curriculum, such as literacy and math. Children love to read about all things
science! The next time you visit your child’s classroom, I encourage you to
take a look around for signs of science. You will probably see vocabulary
and questions posted. Ask your child what they are investigating! I’m sure
they will have a lot of exciting information to share with you. Happy Holidays!
Amie Mills
Director, Child Development

PACT Winter Session - Now Enrolling!
City Center - Ms. Nicole 805-494-8100
University - Ms. Karen 805-241-5410
Visit www.conejovalleynfl.org for class details.
Spaces are limited!

November
11/22 - 11/24 All Programs: CLOSED

December
12/13 - Family Movie Night, 6:30 pm @
Muvico, The Oaks Mall
12/22-12/26 - City Center PSB &
City Center Market Rate: CLOSED
12/22-1/5 - Earths, Park Oaks, University
& City Center PSA: CLOSED

January
1/1- 1/2 - City Center PSB & City Center
Market Rate: CLOSED
12/22-1/5 - Earths, Park Oaks, University
& City Center PSA: CLOSED

School Resumes Monday,

January 8th, 2018 - All Programs

Save the Date!
Event: Family Movie Night 2017

PACT Family Fun Night
Thousand Oaks Library

Parent and Child Together
Hello! My name is Ms. Karen and I am the University

NfL PACT teacher, as well as the Thousand Oaks

Featuring: Moana

Library NfL Storytime teacher. During our library

Date: Wednesday, December 13th

events, I provide songs, finger plays and music and

Movie Start Time: 6:30 pm

movement for children ages 1-3. We average 50

Place: Muvico @ The Oaks Mall

children and 40 adults each week! Check out the
NfL Parent and Child Together (PACT) flyer on our

Cost: FREE

website www.conejovalleynfl.org for our winter

Classroom Sign Ups: Dec. 4th - 7th

session details. Join us for PACT classes and I also

hope to see you at the TO Library!

Earths

Fine Motor Workshop

Earths has been focusing on fine motor
skills development. During the month of
October, we partnered with Claudia
Arias from the Help Me Grow program to
offer a parent and child fine motor
workshop. The workshop consisted of a
parent lecture followed by a hands-on
activity with parents and children. The
parent lecture included information on
how children develop fine motor skills
and the stages of crayon-pencil grasp.
Parents also got ideas to create
activities with materials that can easily
be found around the house.

Frances Kurowski
Lead Family Services Coordinator

City Center
So many special relationships and

Park Oaks
Desired Results (DRDP)
In early October, NfL held parent meetings at all sites where parents learned about
Desired Results Development Profile, also known as DRDP. The California
Department of Education created this system for children, birth – 12 years old.
The Desired Results have six (6) domains of learning:


Children are personally and socially competent



Children are effective learners; learning new skills



Children show physical and motor competence



Children are safe and healthy; making safe and healthy choices



Families support their child’s learning and development



Families achieve their goals

In early childhood programs we observe children to see what their interests are
and where/what they gravitate to in the school environment. Using the children’s
interests, teachers intentionally set up materials in learning areas to help children
develop, build, master and integrate skills. The DRDP tool helps teachers build
curriculum based on the children’s needs.
This assessment tool is used two times per year,
followed by a parent - teacher conference. Family
Services Coordinators are also partnering with
parents to support family goals related to DRDP.
Sincere thanks to all of our families for their
participation and support.
Lisa Florit
Program Supervisor

learning experiences have been taking

University

place at City Center. As we enter the fall

Exploring Pumpkins

season, we find ourselves reflecting on

At University, we enjoyed
learning about pumpkins. We
began by reading “The
Legend of Spookley the
Square Pumpkin.” This was
such a nice story that gave us
the opportunity to discuss with students how everyone is unique. We
furthered the conversation to also discuss feelings and respect for
others.

how we can collaborate with parents to
teach children about being thankful. At
Neighborhood for Learning, City Center
we created a “Gratitude Tree.” Families

are invited to write what they are thankful
for on a leaf. The paper leaves are then
hung on the tree in our lobby. It has
been joyous to watch the tree fill up with

Different sizes of pumpkins were on display for children to see, touch
and talk about. We put our math skills to work while measuring each
pumpkin. Then, we began cutting pumpkins in half and the children
discovered how pumpkins look on the inside. Our fine motor skills
were in full gear while scooping out pumpkin seeds. We also sculpted
with pumpkin playdough!

leaves and to listen to parents talk with

This seasonal learning time was celebrated by making pumpkin
pancakes together! Children combined the following ingredients and
we enjoyed a delicious treat:

mel apples!” When families are able to

their children about the things they appreciate.

One of our quotes:

“I am

grateful for my family, pets, food, clothes,
mommy, daddy, friends and even carashare these brief moments of reflection
together, it helps them build memories
and gives children a sense of belong-

2 cups of pancake mix
2 teaspoons of pumpkin spice
11/2 cups of water
1 cup of canned pumpkin
2 tablespoons of brown sugar

ing. Thank you for allowing us to share
in these beautiful moments with you!

Camelia Cruz
Family Services Coordinator
Adriana Reyes
Family Services Coordinator

